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Mine Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 23.11

2 Investigation has shown that for test
purposes Pittsburgh natural gas (containing
a high percentage of methane) is a satisfac-
tory substitute for pure methane.

91 Stat. 1291 (30 U.S.C. 811). All other para-
graphs in this section continue under the
original authority.

[Sched. 9B, 4 FR 1555, Apr. 11, 1939, as amend-
ed at 47 FR 11370, Mar. 16, 1982]

§ 23.8 Inspection and tests.

(a) A thorough inspection of the tele-
phone or signaling device will be made
to determine its adequacy and
permisibility. Tests may be made to
check the electrical characteristics
and constants of the various parts, and
determine the adequacy of the insula-
tion and other parts of features of the
device.

(b) In addition, compartments of ex-
plosion-proof design will be tested
while filled and surrounded with explo-
sive mixtures containing varying per-
centages of Pittsburgh natural gas 2

and air, the mixture within the com-
partment being ignited by a spark plug
or other suitable means. For some of
the tests bituminous-coal dust will be
introduced into the compartment in
addition to the explosive mixtures, and
the effects will be noted. A sufficient
number of tests will be made under the
foregoing conditions to determine the
ability of the compartment to retain
flame without bursting. Even though
the surrounding mixtures are not ig-
nited, the compartment will not be
considered as having passed the tests,
if flames are discharged from any joint
or opening; if excessive pressures are
developed or if serious distortion of the
compartment walls take place.

§ 23.9 Special requirements for com-
plete devices.

Telephones and signaling devices will
be considered nonpermissible if used
under any of the followings conditions:

(a) Without the approval plate, men-
tioned hereafter.

(b) With unprotected openings in any
of the explosion-proof compartments.
This condition refers to any openings
in these compartments, but especially
to those equipped with removable cov-
ers.

(c) If not complete with all of the
parts considered in the approval.

(d) If installed or connected other-
wise than in accordance with the in-
structions furnished by the manufac-
turer.

(e) If modified in any manner not au-
thorized by MSHA.

§ 23.10 Material required for MSHA
records.

In order that MSHA may know ex-
actly what it has tested and approved,
it keeps detailed records covering each
investigation. These records include
drawings and actual equipment as fol-
lows:

(a) Drawings. The original drawings
submitted with the application for the
tests and the final drawings which the
manufacturer must submit to MSHA
before the approval is granted, to show
the details of the device as approved.
These drawings are used to identify the
device in the approval and as a means
of checking the future commercial
product of the manufacturer.

(b) Actual equipment. If MSHA so de-
sires, parts of the devices that are used
in the tests will be retained as records
of the equipment submitted. If the de-
vice is approved, MSHA reserves the
right to require the manufacturer to
submit one, with the approval plate at-
tached and without cost to MSHA, as a
record of his commercial product.

§ 23.11 How approvals are granted.

All approvals are granted by official
letter from MSHA. A device will be ap-
proved under this part only when the
testing engineers have judged that it
has met the requirements of the part
and MSHA’s records are complete, in-
cluding drawings from the manufac-
turer that show the device as it is to be
commercially made. Individual parts of
devices will not be approved. No verbal
reports of the investigation will be
given and no informal approvals will be
granted. As soon as the manufacturer
has received the formal approval, he
shall be free to advertise his device as
permissible.

[Sched. 9B, 4 FR 1555, Apr. 11, 1939, as amend-
ed by Supp. 1, 20 FR 2975, May 4, 1955]
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